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The North Tonawanda City School District website 

received an Honor Award from the New York School 

Public Relations Association (NYSPRA) in September 

for its use of graphics and news content.  

The award entry, ñGrabbing Parentsô Attention with 

Web Graphics and News Bitesò emphasized how 

parents, staff and students have come to rely on 

the site (www.ntschools.org) as a source of news 

and information.   

Of more than 330 entries from school districts 

across the state, about one - third received awards 

in the 35th annual NYSPRA communications contest 

which recognizes outstanding achievement in edu-

cational communications. Awards of excellence, 

honor and merit were given in a variety of catego-

ries. Entries were judged by school communica-

tions, marketing, writing and public relations pro-

fessionals from throughout the United States.  

The breadth and depth of content posted on the 

North Tonawanda site over the last five years 

makes it the go - to place to have questions an-

swered, learn new information and stay up - to -date 

on district news and events. The award entry high-

lighted the districtôs use of social media, homepage 

shortcuts and announcements, increased use of 

graphics, news items and interesting layouts on 

these pages:   Common Core,  High School News, 

Athletic Booster club page, Staff Resources, and 

Elementary Student Links.  

North Tonawanda City Schools partners with Erie 1 

BOCES Communication Services and Technology 

Services to maintain and update the district web-

site. SchoolWires, the software vendor, also fea-

tured the school district on its blog at http://

blog.schoolwires.com/k -12 -district -website - receives

-award - from -nyspra.  

This statewide recognition is another example of 

how North Tonawanda City Schools is committed to 

building a proactive culture to share information 

with our community of parents, staff and students.  

NT City Schools Website Earns Honor Award from NY School Public Relations Association  

Jackson Chlebowy and Keith Vantino, two outstand-

ing trumpet players from Drake Elementary School, 

were invited to participate in the Summer Honors 

Band program held at Starpoint Central Schools this 

past July. They were both selected due to their high 

level of aptitude, achievement, and effort through-

out the 2013 -14 school year.   

The honors band consisted of instrumentalists from 

Starpoint, North Tonawanda, Lockport and Roy -Hart 

school districts. 

Under the direc-

tion of Mr. 

Carere and Mrs. 

Fish from Star-

point, Mrs. 

Carere from 

North To-

nawanda and 

Mr. Martin from 

Lockport, Jack-

son and Keith 

rehearsed for 

four days in July 

and concluded 

their music - filled 

week with an excellent performance on July 31.  

Congratulations to Jackson and Keith for their hard 

work and dedication to music and proudly repre-

senting Drake School.  

Drake Students Invited to Participate in 

Summer Honors Band  
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Music teachers, Mrs. Wright and Ms. Greenwald, would like 

to express their deepest thanks for the anonymous dona-

tion to the Ohio music program. With the extremely gener-

ous donation, seven ñOhio blueò music stands for the band 

room and a beautiful new carpet for the music room were 

purchased for all the students to enjoy.  

Mrs. Wright and Ms. Greenwald would like to express to 

the donor their appreciation for not only the gift, but also 

their support of the music program which will directly ben-

efit  all the students of Ohio School now and in the future. 

Helping Hands  
NT Middle School counselors, Sue Evarts and 

Joyce Herbeck, coordinated a service opportunity 

for seventh and eighth graders called ñHelping 

Hands.ò In conjunction with the staff of the 

BOCES NT Learning Center, middle school stu-

dents are trained to be helpers in classes with 

developmentally delayed children. Volunteers 

give up their study hall time to play, read, work 

on computers, do art work, and enjoy physical 

education with their friends that share the NTMS 

campus. Recently, volunteers were carefully 

bouncing a large, soft ball back and forth with 

the BOCES students, under the supervision of 

the gym teacher, to help teach eye/hand coordi-

nation.   

Safety is stressed throughout the training. There 

are always two or more adults present in every 

classroom setting. Volunteers are instructed to 

follow the directives of the teachers in charge at 

all times.  

Helping Hands is in keeping with the career  

exploration program the guidance department 

promotes starting in grade seven. It is a chance 

for students who have an interest in teaching, 

speech therapy, counseling, social work, and oc-

cupational or physical therapy careers to experi-

ence a work setting with a special needs popula-

tion. It is also an avenue to sensitize and edu-

cate adolescents about people with various and 

diverse abilities.  

Ten-year -old Alaina Grace Roberts was invited on 

Sept. 28 to the Albright Knox Art Gallery for the pri-

vate book launch and reception in celebration of the 

"Anselm Kiefer: Beyond Landscape" exhibit. Alaina's 

drawing and writing, depicting her thoughts on the 

exhibit, was chosen from more than 1,200 entries to 

be published in 

the artist's latest 

book. The fifth -  

grade student 

from Meadow 

Elementary in 

North  

Tonawanda also 

was invited to sit 

at Kiefer's pri-

vate table to 

meet and speak 

with the artist. 

German -born 

Kiefer lives in 

France and was visiting the Gallery on his first trip to 

the states. The artist signed his book for Alaina (in 

Latin) -  "With art you will conquer."  

The music department at Drake Elementary is 

hard at work preparing for their winter concert  

at the Alumni Student Center on Thursday, 

Dec. 11 at 7 p.m.  Sixth -grade band, fifth/

sixth -grade chorus and fourth -grade chorus 

will be presenting some classic holiday favor-

ites! All are welcome to attend this tradition. 

Pictured right is Mrs. Ansonôs grade 4 class 

practicing for the winter concert.  

Practicing for Winter Concert  

at Drake School  

Once in a Lifetime Meeting  

Ohio Elementary School Receives Anonymous Donation  
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Growing the Ohio  

Elementary School Garden  
Did you know the majority of 

Americaôs children go without 

eating one serving of fruits and 

vegetables each day? This fact 

comes from a 2009 report from 

the Centers for Disease Control. 

In response to this eye -opening 

statistic, Ohio Elementary teach-

ers, students, and custodians 

joined together to create a new 

fruit and vegetable garden at Ohio 

School. Mr. Genco, a fifth grade 

teacher, had an idea to promote 

healthy living through school gar-

dening. He thought he could 

engage students by providing a 

dynamic environment to ob-

serve, discover, experiment, 

nurture, learn, and most im-

portantly -  enjoy the ñfruitsò of 

their labor!  

On a biweekly basis, Mr. Genco 

would meet with students and 

parents to weed, plant, water and 

harvest crops from the garden. 

They planted and harvested a 

sampling of vegetables which in-

cluded tomatoes, peppers, sugar 

snap peas, beans, eggplant, let-

tuce (Romaine & loose leaf), car-

rots, celery, potatoes, fennel,  

cucumbers, zucchini, corn, Swiss 

chard, beets, mint, basil, and 

rosemary.  

Fall is harvest time! Students 

are celebrating the bounty pro-

duced by the school garden and 

exploring the abundance of 

vegetables that were planted. 

Ohio is capitalizing on this 

great time of the year to ex-

pand studentsô food horizons. 

Students are enjoying delicious 

garden - based treats in the 

classroom and learning about 

the importance of including lots 

of healthful fruits and veggies 

on their plates.  

Plans are under way to add a 

strawberry bed and a few apple 

trees to the beautiful courtyard. If 

you have any ideas, or would love 

to donate to our school garden 

project, please contact Mr. Gen-

co at Ohio Elementary.  

Drama Club Presents 

ñXanaduò 
Nov. 13, 14, 15  

This year the North Tonawanda 

High School Drama Club is pre-

senting the Musical ñXanaduò 

under the direction of Ms. Syd-

ney Forester along with chore-

ography by Mrs. Renee Obring-

er and vocal coach, Ms. Marissa 

Greenwald. The musical, which 

came out 

in the 

1980ôs, 

consists of 

a very tal-

ented cast 

including 

Senior Will 

Alvarado 

as óSonny Maloneô and Junior 

Kaeli McGinnis as óClioô other-

wise known as óKiraô. Other 

cast members include Alyssa 

Cirrito,  Jeslyn Zakes, Saman-

tha Bentz, Nick Kagelmacher, 

Dominik Snopkowski, Taylor 

Grosskopf, Tyler VonBergen, 

Dillon Lopat and Jackie Bors.  

Performances will be Nov. 13, 

14 and 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Alumni Student Activity Center 

at North Tonawanda High 

School. Drama Advisors for this 

yearôs musical are Mrs. Jane 

DiVirgilio and Mr. Dean Vallas.  

Stars for Stella  
During Open House at Meadow 

School, some very creative stu-

dents came up with a plan to 

raise money for a very worthy 

cause. A classmate of theirs is 

currently un-

dergoing 

medical 

treatment, 

and staff and 

students are 

participating 

in a variety 

of fundrais-

ing efforts to 

assist the family.  

Several sixth -graders asked for 

permission to play their musical 

instruments during Open House. 

Setting up in a well - traveled hall-

way and placing their instrument 

cases open on the floor to en-

courage tips, they were ecstatic 

to collect over $300 for the fami-

ly.   

 

Casey OõBryan, Joshua Trenchard and 

Nickolas Endres taking a break during Stars 

for Stella fundraiser 

During the year, 

please check our 

website at 

www.ntschools.org 

for updates to our 

Student Activities 

Calendar.  
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Fifteen students from NT High School participated in the NTHS -Schenefeld Exchange Program in Germany 

over the summer to experience the culture and lan-

guage of a region they had only learned about in class.  

Robert Lucas, the German language instructor and di-

rector of the Academy of International Studies at NT 

High School, chaperoned his language students on the 

trip from June 25 to July 13, along with NT ESL teacher 

Christopher Heyer, who is also fluent in German. The 

students stayed with host families and attended 

school, the "Gymnasium Schenefeld", just outside of 

Hamburg.  

Students took excursions to the City of Hamburg and 

also a day trip to Bremen. The exchange culminated in 

a trip to Berlin, where students visited many historic 

sites, including Checkpoint Charlie, the Reichstag and 

the Holocaust Memorial.  

Students were visiting during an exciting time in the 

sports world as the World Cup soccer tournament was 

being held in Brazil. As they toured the city, game 

scores were displayed and constantly updated on elec-

tronic signs for the trains and subways. Many students 

also were able to view games in open -air venues. Unexpected airline delays kept the group in Germany an 

additional day, but they used that time to gather in one of the hotel rooms to watch the finals, which ended 

well for Germany with a 1 -0 score over Argentina, to win the World Cup.  

The last trip to Germany was in 2012; as NT students visit Germany every other year. In October, 2015 six-

teen German students will visit North Tonawanda.  

NTHS Students Visit Germany  

Students at Spruce Elementary were busy 

learning about and celebrating the word of 

the month, ñLeadershipò.  Principal Mrs. 

Pohlman reviewed what the word meant 

along with giving examples about what it 

means to be a good leader. Students from 

each classroom were recognized in the  

assembly and presented with a certificate 

and token.   

Character Counts at Spruce  


