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 Many parents are interested in how the identification process works for Gifted and 
Talented classes.  We follow the Renzulli, Reise, and Smith’s Revolving Door Identification 
Model.  At the end of the school year, the classroom teachers recommend students who 
might be identified as creative producers, gifted learners, or bright learners.  These 
recommendations include a reflection of student strengths and weaknesses in different 
academic areas, task commitment, creativity, inquisitiveness, and New York State testing 
results. 
 
 Throughout this year and for each unit of study, Mrs. Reding will select students who 
have been recommended based on their identified strengths. For example, a student may be 
included in a science group, but not for a math group because they are demonstrating 
outstanding aptitude in science, but maybe not as consistently in math.  But, remember, 
being invited into one group and not another does not mean your child lacks “giftedness” or 
talent!  Please also explain this to your child before the school year gets underway.  Because 
the rate of child development varies, the pool of students considered is reviewed with 
updated recommendations throughout each school year.  Revisions to the pool of students 
considered include additions of students who might be newly recommended based on new 
observations by this year’s teachers or reductions of students who are not demonstrating the 
same skill levels during this school year.   
 
 When each unit is concluded the student lists are reviewed and students with the 
targeted strengths (identified by the unit goals and objectives) will be invited to participate 
in the coming unit via a letter sent home to parents explaining the unit, its goals, when the 
group meets, and an estimate of the number of classes the unit will take.  A permission slip 
must be signed and returned for the student to participate.  This flexible grouping approach 
enables Mrs. Reding to best meet the needs of each student throughout the school year.  
Ability, creativity, and talent combined with a solid work ethic contribute to the likelihood of 
participating in a Gifted and Talented Programming group during the school year.    
 

 

      Mrs. Amber Reding 

      Gifted and Talented Specialist 

       Gilmore- Days 2, 3 

       Spruce- Days 5, 6 

 

 

 

 

 


