
Literary Terms Cheat Chart 

Literary Term Definition Example 
 

 

Symbolism 

 

 

A person, place, or object 

that represents more than 

what it really is 

To Kill a Mockingbird- Harper Lee 

The mockingbird is symbolic for Boo 

Radley and Tom Robinson; they did 

nothing wrong just like mockingbirds 

 

 

Theme 

 

 

The underlying meaning in 

the story; the main idea 
Of Mice and Men- John Steinbeck 

The American Dream often fails; 

Lennie and George don’t get their 

land; Curley’s wife doesn’t get to be 

in the movies 

 

 

Characterization 

 

 

How a character feels, 

what they say, how they 

look, and what they do; 

adds to the plot of a story 

To Kill a Mockingbird- Harper Lee 

Jem Finch is described as being a 

leader, adventurous, feels the pain of 

Tom Robinson and the racism that 

exists in Maycomb, Alabama. 

 

 

Irony 

 

 

The contrast between what 

is expected and what really 

happens 

Romeo and Juliet- Shakespeare 

The dramatic irony is when the 

audience is told in the Prologue that 

Romeo and Juliet are going to die; the 

characters don’t know this  

 

 

Hyperbole 

 

 

An extreme/huge 

exaggeration  
Night- Elie Wiesel 

He explains that his world is a cattle 

car hermetically sealed when he is 

taken to the camps 

 

 

Imagery 

 

 

Language that appeals to 

the senses- feel, taste, 

sound, sight, and smell; 

creates an image in the 

reader’s head 

 

Anything that is descriptive language 

that relates to the task or quote. 

 

 

Metaphor 

 

 

A comparison of unlike 

things NOT using “like” or 

“as” and can extend 

through an entire work 

Romeo and Juliet- Shakespeare 

In Act II, sc. 2, Romeo compares 

Juliet to an angel, the sun, her eyes to 

the stars 

 

 

Mood 

 

 

The feeling that the reader 

gets from a story 
Julius Caesar- Shakespeare 

Impending doom or disaster; visions 

of blood, bad dreams, lions roaming 

Rome, ghosts appearing 

 

 

Foreshadowing 

 

 

The use of hints or clues 

that suggest what is going 

to happen later in the story 

Romeo and Juliet- Shakespeare 

In Act III, sc. 5, Juliet looks down at 

Romeo from her balcony and 

comments on how he looks like he is 

in a grave; last time together alive 

 


