
 

Drake’s 2015 January/February   
Newsletter 

         
From the      rincipal: 
 
Welcome to 2015!  I am hoping that you all had a wonderful 
vacation and you now are ready for the new year! 
 
We would like to thank all the families who participated in our 
‘Giving Tree’ and the food drive.  We were able to help many 
families in need with all of your support. 
 
In the months of January and February we have wonderful 
activities to keep us busy.   
Monday, January 19th there will be no school to celebrate Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. 
Friday, January 30th we will have our Character Education Town 
Meeting.  This will be held in the gym at 9:30. 
Wednesday, February 11th, we will celebrate 100 days of school! 
February 16-20 there will be no school for mid-winter recess. 
 
Weather in Western New York can be unpredictable. When the 
weather is bad, please remind your children to walk on the 
sidewalks and not to climb on the snow piles while walking to 
and from school.  Of course, throwing snowballs and rough play 
is not allowed on school grounds.  
 
Remember, we are all here for the children and their safety is of 
the utmost importance. 
 
Sincerely, 
Patricia Adler 
Principal 



 
 
“Why Can’t I skip My Twenty Minutes of 

Reading Tonight? 
(Source: Read Across America-NEA) 

The importance and cumulative effects of daily reading. 
 

Student A  reads 20 minutes five nights of every week. 
Student B  reads only 4 minutes a night …or not at all! 
 
Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week. 
Student A  reads 20 min. x 5 times a week=100 min./wk 
Student B  reads 4 minutes x 5 times a week=20 minutes 
 
Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month. 
Student A  reads 400 minutes a month. 
Student B  reads 80 minutes a month. 
 
Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 9 month/school year. 
Student A  reads 3600 min. in a school year 
Student B  reads 720 min. in a school year. 
 

Student A  practices reading the equivalent of ten whole school days a year. 
 
Student B  get the equivalent of only two school days of reading practice. 
 
By the end of 6th grade if Student A and Student B maintain these same 
reading habits. . .  
 
Student A  will have read the equivalent of 60 whole school days. 
 
Student B  will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days. 

 
Some questions to ponder: 
 
Which student would you expect to read better? 
Which student would you expect to know more? 
Which student would you expect to write better? 
Which student would you expect to have a better vocabulary? 
Which student would you expect to be more successful in school … and in 
life? 
 

 



 

 
 

Early Absences lead to 
School Problems Later 

(Source: H.N. Chang wit M. Romero, Present, Engaged and Accounted For: The Critical Importance of 
Addressing Chronic Absence in the Early Grades, National Center for Children in Poverty.) 

 

You woke up late and you wonder whether to take your child to 
school.  After all, will one absence matter? 
The answer is yes.  A large-scale review of research shows that 
children put their entire school career at risk when they are absent 
in the early years.  The learning they miss is hard to make up. 
 
Still, it can be a challenge to get a family out the door on time.  
Here are a few suggestions: 
 Get ready the night before.   

o Lay out what your child will wear.  Make sure he/she 

has everything that he/she needs to take to school. 

 Establish routines. 

o Create a chart of the things your child needs to do each 

day.  When it’s a routine, she/he won’t argue about it. 

 Allow extra time. 

o Set your alarm clock a few minutes early.  Allow 

yourself an extra 5 0r 10 minutes to get your child to 

school. 

 



 

 
 

 

Parents/Guardians please take a moment to remind your children of 
the following basic safety rules: 

 Always take a friend with you when you go places 
or play outside 

 

 Never talk to a stranger 

 Never go anywhere with a stranger 

 Walk to the bus stop/school with a 
buddy/friend 

 Encourage your child to talk with a 
trusted adult if something seems wrong, or 

if they feel unsafe 
 
If your child is still feeling unsafe this simple phrase may help 
them to feel better prepared: “NO, GO, and TELL”. They 
should yell “NO”, then GO to a place they feel safe and 
TELL a trusted adult what has happened.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

K-6 School Hours: 
 

Doors Open  . . . . . . 9:15am 
Class Begins . . . . . . .  9:25am 

Bus Students Released . . . . . . 3:40pm 
Walkers Released  . . . . . . . 3:45 pm 

 
Please note: students will NOT be able to enter the building 
before 9:15 as there is no supervision provided.  Please try 
to time your child’s departure for school so that your child 
does not arrive too early. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
S.A.C.C. Program (Student Age Child Care– 
YMCA) 
Student Age Child Care (S.A.C.C.) will be offered at Drake 
School for the purpose of providing supervision to school 
age students, grades K-6 from 7:00 a.m. to the start of 
school and 3:45 - 6:00 p.m. each school day.   Students in 
the morning SACC program may purchase breakfast.  
 
Parents are responsible for notifying the teacher if their 
child will be attending SACC and of any changes in the 
daily schedule. 
For more information call the YMCA Office at 874-5051 or 
e-mail Krystle Feind at kfeind@ymcabuffaloniagara.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Visitors: 
All visitors must report to the main office upon arrival to 
school.  They must sign the visitor’s log and receive a 
visitor’s pass.  NO VISITORS ARE TO GO DIRECTLY TO A 
CLASSROOM.  Time is precious and interruptions must be 
kept to a minimum. 
 
 
 
Custody Papers:                               

            
   

        

 
Mothers and fathers have equal rights to 
receive school information about their 
children, to conferences with teachers, and to 
pick their children up from school.  If you 
have court papers that restrict any of these 
activities, we must have a copy at school.  A 
note from one parent asking us to restrict 
access to the other parent is not adequate.  
Please be sure to update our information 
whenever a change occurs. 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Telephone and Cell Phone Use: 
Telephone use by students during the school day is discouraged.  
Students should work with their parent/guardian to plan ahead to 
include homework, field trip permission slips, physical education and 
music education equipment within their preparation for each school 
day in order to build responsibility and organizational skills.  Children 
should also make arrangements for after school activities from 
home. 
 
Students may possess mobile and digital technology devices, such as 
cell phones and personal digital assistants, but their use is subject to 
the following rules: 
 

1. No use of mobile or digital devices is permitted on school 
grounds. 

2. Students possessing these devices may NOT turn these 
devices on while on school grounds until the end of the official 
instructional day, unless during an emergency situation AND 
with adult permission. 

3. These devices are to be stored in the student’s book bag 
during school hours. (NO electronic devices of any kind should 
be on a student during school hours.) 

4. The school and/or school district is NOT responsible for lost, 
stolen, or damaged equipment. 

5. Should a cell phone or other device be seen or heard during 
the school day, these possessions may, in part or in whole, be 
removed by the teacher or adult in charge and held until 
parent pick-up can be arranged. 

 
*Students who use their devices to intimidate, threaten, 
harass, or embarrass others may be subject to long-term 
suspension, counselor intervention, possible Superintendent’s 
hearing, and law enforcement notification  if deemed 
necessary. 
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